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Household Hazards

Every home contains a variety of everyday items and substances that can be dangerous or even fatal if ingested by dogs and cats. You can protect your pets health by becoming aware of the most common healthy hazards that are found in many pet-owning households.

Hazards in the Kitchen

Foods

Many food are perfectly safe for humans, but could be harmful or potentially deadly to dogs and cats. To be safe, keep the following food items out of your pet’s menu:

· Coffee grounds

· Chocolate

· Yeast dough

· Macadamia nuts

· Fatty foods

· Avocado

· Grapes/raisins

· Onions

· Tea

· Alcohol

· Salt

· Garlic

· Chewing gum, candy and breath fresheners containing xylitol

Always keep garbage out of a pet’s reach, as rotting food contains molds or bacteria that could produce food poisoning.

Cleaning Products

Many household cleaners can be used safely around cats and dogs. However, the key to safe use lies in reading and following product directions for proper usage and storage.

For instance, if the label states, “keep pets and children away from area until dry,” follow those directions to prevent any possible health risks. Products containing bleach can safely disinfect many household surfaces when used properly, but can cause stomach upset, drooling, vomiting or diarrhea, severe burns if swallowed, and respiratory tract irritation if inhaled in high enough concentration. In addition, skin contact with concentrated solutions may product serious chemical burns. Some detergents can produce a similar reaction and cats can be particularly sensitive to certain ingredients such as phenols.

As a general rule, store all cleaning produces in a secure cabinet out of the reach of pets and keep them in their original packaging, or in a clearly labeled and tightly sealed container.

Insecticides/Rodenticides

As with household cleaners, read and follow label instructions before using any type of pesticide in your pet’s environment. For example, flea and tick produce that are labeled, “for use on dogs only,” should not be applied to cats or other species of pets, as serious or even life-threatening problems could result. Always consult with your veterinarian about the safe use of these products for your pet.

If a pet ingests rat or mouse poison, potentially serious or even life-threatening illness can result. Therefore, when using any rodenticide, it is important to place the poison in areas that are completely inaccessible to pets. 

Hazards in the Bathroom

Medications

Medications that treat human medical conditions can make your pet very sick. Never give your pet any medication unless directed by your veterinarian. As a rule, the following medicines should be tightly closed and stored in a secure cabinet above the counter and away from pets.

· Non-steriodal anti-inflammatory drugs such as aspirin, ibuprofen, or naproxen

· Acetominophen

· Cold medicines

· Prescription drugs

· Diet pills/vitamins

· Antihistamines

· Antidepressants

Soaps and other Sundries

Bath and hand soaps, toothpaste and sun blocks should also be kept away from your pets. They can cause stomach upset, vomiting or diarrhea. Keep toilet lids closed to prevent your pets from consuming treated toilet bowl water that could irritate their digestive tract.

Hazards in the Bedroom and Living Room

While they may smell good, many liquid potpourri products contain ingredients that can cause oral ulcerations and other problems, it is best to keep them out of reach of your pets.

Just one mothball has the potential to sicken a dog or cat and mothballs that contain naphthalene can cause serious illness, including digestive tract irritation, liver, kidney, and blood cell damage, swelling of the brain tissues, seizures, coma, respiratory tract damage (if inhaled) and even death (if ingested). Tobacco products, pennies (those minted after 1982 contain zinc) and alkaline batteries (like those in your remote controls) can also be hazardous when ingested. 

Hazards in the Garage and Yard

Antifreeze, Herbicides and Insecticides

